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New Airbus A380 Wing Set from Wales to Toulouse

A new A380 wing set is transported
by barge along the River Dee from
Airbus’ Broughton (Wales) manufac-
turing site. Before it reaches its final
destination of Toulouse it will have
already made a journey by road, #
barge, ship, barge and finally by road
again. The sub-assembly is involved -
in a complex transport logistic that |
brings together the parts which make =
up the world’s largest passenger air-
craft.
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The 45-metre wings are assembled in
several new facilities, including a
£350 million aerospace building
known as the "West Factory" at the Broughton site. The A380
wing itself comprises some 32,000 individual parts. Once
completed, the wings are brought to Mostyn Docks before

SAS)

ing transport Afon Dyfrdwy approaches
Bordeaux at Mostyn Dock North Wales

ro) ship the Ville de Bordeaux for
transportation to Toulouse.

There is no doubt Airbus is one of
the proud success stories of Europe
not only with its 159 orders for the
A380 itself but also in the way that
the main components are sourced
from around the continent.

The principal items including the
Wings from Broughton involve
Fuselage parts from Hamburg,
Germany, Tailfin from Stade, Ger-
many, Rudder from Puerto Real,
Spain, Tail cone and horizontal tail
plane from Getafe, Spain, Nose
from Saint Nazaire, France, Fuselage and cockpit sub-assemblies
from Méaulte, France.

After final assembly in Toulouse the cabin installation and painting

being picked up by the specially designed roll on/roll off (ro- take place finally in Hamburg, Germany. A truly European project.

New Terminal 3 at Sheremetyevo Moscow

Spearheaded by Aeroflot Russian Airlines, the new Terminal 3 at
Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport is rapidly taking shape. Work on
the 168,000-square-metre facility is being project managed under
the watchful eye of Bovis Land Lease. The general building con-
tractor is Turkish company Enka.

Under a new agreement, a joint stock company will take overall
responsibility for the development with Aeroflot holding the ma- p
jority of the shares. The Russian Bank Vneshtorgbank will hold a |
large slice and the rest will go to banks and other investors. Total
cost for the venture is around $430 million and is expected to be
completed in September 2007.

In 2005 the whole airport handled 12,174,000 passengers through
Terminals 1 and 2. When complete the new T3 facility will be
able to process a further 12 million passengers per annum.
Feather Consulting has been involved with IATA assisting with
business planning and financial modelling for the project.

continues around the clock on the New Ter-
oscow Shremetyevo Airport.

In December 2005, via its wholly owned subsidiary, BAA International Hold-
ings Limited (BAA International), agreed to acquire 75%, minus 1 share, of
Budapest Airport Rt, plus the 75-year asset management contract and associ-
ated moveable assets, for a total cash consideration of £1.255 billion.

B No sooner is the ink dry on the deal when it was at the centre of much rumour
speculation as the Spanish investor Grupo Ferrovial SA announced it was
i mulling over a bid for BAA itself .

At the time of writing the BAA board had rejected a bid of £8.10 per share
4 from Grupo Ferrovial which values the company at over £8.75bn. Much inter-
est still surrounds the deal as other potential purchasers including Macquarie
Bank eye this key aviation asset.

Budapest Airport
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World Airports Handle Four Billion Passengers in 2005

According to preliminary figures released by Airports Council
International (ACI), the World’s airports handled over four
billion passengers in 2005, up 6% on the year earlier. Atlanta
with 85.8 million passengers continued to be the world’s larg-
est followed by Chicago O’Hare, 76.7m, London Heathrow
67.9m, Tokyo, (Haneda) 63.3m, and Los Angeles 61.4m.

Beijing Capital Airport was the fastest growing airport in the
world’s top 30 handling nearly 41m passengers, up a signifi-
cant 17% on the year. This news, coupled with relaxing travel
restrictions is prompting the country to spend CNY 140 billion
yuan (USD17.4bn) to expand its airport infrastructure over the
next five years.

London Heathrow is the world’s largest international airport
with 61m international passengers. This was followed by Paris
with 49m, Frankfurt nearly 45m, Amsterdam nearly 40m and
Hong Kong with just under 40m international passengers. Du-
bai was the fastest growing international airport up 16.2%in
2005, taking its throughput to nearly 24m passengers.

Memphis Airport, the home of Fedex remains the world’s larg-
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inance development in July 2006

New UK Military Academy

The UK Ministry of Defence (MoD) has yet to decide whether a new mili-
tary academy should be at St Athan in south Wales or Cosford in the West

Midlands.

Members of Parliament from both regions have been lobbying John Reid,
the defence secretary, to bring the academy to their area. It will effectively
mean building a small town in which trainees will live and work, bringing
an estimated £60m to the local economy and creating an additional 5,500

jobs.

The academy, part of the “defence training rationalisation” programme
following a review by the MoD, will cost £10 billion to set up and run
over the next 25 years. A private consortium to lead the project will be

chosen later this year.

The skills taught at the academy include more classroom-based activities
such as languages, intelligence and photography and engineering — so-

called “second tier” training.
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A340 taking off Beijing Capital Airport the
test growing major airport

est cargo airport processing nearly 3.6m tonnes of freight
in 2005. However it only grew at 1.2% and if Hong Kong,
which handled 3.4m tonnes, continues its strong growth of
9.5% for the next year it may well overtake Memphis.

France Imposes Ticket Tax in July 2005

ol W " A letter from the French President Jacques Chirac has been sent to
: Wl F i PR 145 Heads of State and Government inviting them to join in establish-
ing an international tax on air tickets to finance the fight against the
major pandemics, such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. The
French themselves will implement the tax on passengers in July 2006.
It will range from €1 to €40 depending on distance travelled and type
of ticket and is expected to raise around €210m.

W Airlines are concerned at the idea of a new air passenger tax at a time
2 when many of them are already having to levy extra fuel surcharges
on tickets because of high oil prices. United Nations chief Kofi Annan
has shown his support for the French plans applauding the effort to
find innovative sources of financing to help the world achieve the
Millennium Development Goals.

al of the military academy will gen-
estimated 5,500 jobs for a region
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Ryanair model for Mexico

The Ryan family, founders of Europe's very successful
low-cost airline Ryanair, has teamed up with one of Mex-
ico's largest bus companies IAMSA to create a new low
cost airline in Mexico.

The company whose commercial name is still being de-
cided is expected to launch in September, carrying 1.5
million passengers during the first year of operation and
include US cities among its destinations. It is expected
the new company would start operations with a USD$50
million investment and two aircraft. But the fleet, which
will operate under leasing contracts, is likely to grow to
10 by 2007.

Meanwhile Ryanair in Europe is to charge for checking g
in luggage from 16th Mar 2006. It will charge £2.50 per &
checked in bag if booked in advance on website and £5 !
per bag if presented un-booked at the airport. This new |
departure for the carrier further segments the travel offer-
ing but runs the risk of causing delays as more passengers
try to squeeze greater amounts of hand luggage into the
cabin overhead lockers. equipped with blended winglets. These 2 metre long wingtip

extensions enhance range, fuel efficiency and takeoff per-
Further news for the airline when Boeing delivered in March formance while lowering engine maintenance costs and
2006 the 100th Next-Generation 737. The 737-800 is noise.

easyJet to Start Africa Service

EasyJet is expanding its empire with three new routes — all outside
the European Union, including its first route to Africa. It will be-
come one of the first northern low-cost players to serve the Afri-
can continent.

eration 737 to be delivered to Ryanair -
] winglets.

The budget carrier will start flying to Marrakech in Morocco, Is-
tanbul in Turkey and Rijeka in Croatia. Daily flights from London
o Luton to Istanbul will start 29 June, soon to be followed by the
launch of four weekly flights from Luton to Rijeka and then daily
service from London Gatwick to Marrakech. Basel to Istanbul
service will also operate four times weekly.

Feather Consulting is an independent research group pro- consu Itl ng
viding advice to airports, airlines, financial institutions, gov-

ernmental organisations and other clients throughout the
world. Our flexible approach allows us to deliver a bespoke
service generating balanced and informed solutions.
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